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The flag of Ghana

PEOPLE

The color Red commemorates those who died or worked for the country's independence.
The color Gold was influenced by the mineral rich nature of Ghana lands.
The color Green was chosen because Ghana lies in the tropics and is blessed with rich vegetation.
Then the five pointed lone star which is the symbol of African emancipation and unity in the struggle against
colonialism.
The coat of arms

The coat of arms of Ghana was introduced on 4 March 1957 by Elizabeth II.
It shows a blue shield, which is divided into four parts by a St George's Cross with a golden edge. In the
middle of the cross there is the golden lion of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.
This symbolizes the close relationship of Ghana to the Commonwealth and the Kingdom.
The first part, on the upper left shows a sword, known as a okyeame, which is used at ceremonies. It is a
symbol for the regional governments of Ghana, while the area to the right, which shows a representation of
a castle on the sea, the presidential palace in Accra on the Gulf of Guinea, symbolizes the national
government. The third part of the shield shows a cacao tree, which embodies the wealth of Ghana. The
fourth and last field - on the lower right - shows a gold mine, which stands for the richness of natural
resources in Ghana.
Upon the shield there are beads with the national colors red, green, and gold, which the flag of Ghana also
bears.
Above that, there is a black five-pointed star with a golden border, symbol for the freedom of Africa.
Holding the coat of arms are two golden eagles, which have black stars on a band of the national colors
hanging around the neck.
They are perched on a motto ribbon, which bears the national motto of Ghana: FREEDOM AND JUSTICE.

Independence Arch, in Accra
bearing the motto "Freedom and Justice"

National anthem: "Hail the name of Ghana"
God bless our homeland Ghana,
And make our nation great and strong,
Bold to defend forever
The cause of Freedom and of Right.
Fill our hearts with true humility
Make us cherish fearless honesty,
And help us to resist oppressors' rule
With all our will and might evermore.
Hail to thy name, O Ghana
To thee we make our solemn vow;
Steadfast to build together
A nation strong in Unity;
With our gifts of mind and strength of arm,
Whether night or day, in the midst of storm,
In every need whate'er the call may be,
To serve thee, Ghana, now and evermore.
Raise high the flag of Ghana,
And one with Africa advance;
Black star of hope and honor,
To all who thirst for liberty;
Where the banner of Ghana free flies,
May the way to freedom truly lie
Arise, arise, O sons of Ghanaland,
And under God march on forevermore.
MAPS

Click to enlarge
This map and many other Ghana maps may be downloaded here

DATA ON GHANA
INTRODUCTION
In addition to the data below, the links at the bottom of this page will provide you with more information.
For news about Ghana, see accraexpat ’s “How To Guide” page “How to keep posted with Ghana news”
OFFICIAL NAME: Republic of Ghana
In Africa, Ghana ranks 24th by size out of 54 countries, 14th by population and 13th by population density.
Well endowed with natural resources, Ghana has roughly twice the per capita output of the poorest
countries in West Africa. Even so, Ghana remains heavily dependent on international financial and technical
assistance and the domestic economy typically continues to revolve around agriculture, which accounts for
about 43 percent of GDP and employs about 55 percent of the work force, mainly small landholders.
GEOGRAPHY
Area: 238,538 sq. km. (92,100 sq. mi.); about the size of the U.K., Uganda,
Romania or Laos.
Cities: Capital--Accra (metropolitan area pop. 4.5 million est.). Other cities--Kumasi
(2 million est.), Tema (200,000 est.), Sekondi-Takoradi (445,000 est.).
Ghana is located on West Africa's Gulf of Guinea only a few degrees north of the
Equator and is bordered on the north by Burkina Faso, on the west by Côte
d’Ivoire, and on the east by Togo. The country lies just above the equator and is
on the Greenwich meridian line which passes through the seaport of Tema, about
24 km to the east of Accra, the capital. Its southernmost coast at Cape Three
Points is 4° 30' north of the equator. From here, the country extends inland for
some 670 kilometers. The distance across the widest part measures about 560
kilometers. Half of the country lies less than 152 meters (500 ft.) above sea level,
and the highest point is 883 meters (2,900 ft.).
The 537-kilometer (334-mi.) coastline is mostly a low, sandy shore backed by
plains and scrub and intersected by several rivers and streams, most of which are
navigable only by canoe. A tropical rain forest belt, broken by heavily forested hills
and many streams and rivers, extends northward from the shore, near the Cote
d'Ivoire frontier. This area produces most of the country's cocoa, minerals, and
timber. North of this belt, the country varies from 91 to 396 meters (300 ft.-1,300
ft.) above sea level and is covered by low bush, park-like savanna, and grassy
plains.
Volta Lake, the largest manmade lake in the world, extends from the Akosombo
Dam in southeastern Ghana to the town of Yapei, 520 kilometers (325 mi.) to the
north. The lake generates electricity, provides inland transportation, and is a
potentially valuable resource for irrigation and fish farming.
CLIMATE
The climate is tropical. The eastern coastal belt is warm and comparatively dry; the southwest corner, hot
and humid; and the north, hot and dry. There are two distinct rainy seasons in the south; May-June and
August-September; in the north, the rainy seasons tend to merge.
Annual rainfall in the coastal zone averages 83 centimeters (33 in.) and ranges from about 1,100 mm
(about 43 in) in the north to about 2,100 mm (about 83 in) in the southeast. Southern Ghana is much
wetter, has high temperatures all year round, and has a very short dry season. Lush forests and all kind of
crops grow throughout the year. Farmers in the North struggle to grow anything during the long dry season.
In most areas the highest temperatures occur in March, the lowest in August. The average annual
temperature is about 26oC (about 79oF). The harmattan, a dry desert wind, blows from the northeast from
December to March, lowering the humidity and creating hot days and cool nights in the north. In the south
the effects of the harmattan are felt in January.

PEOPLE
Population (2018 est.): 29.4 million.
Density: 114/sq. km. (297/sq. mi.).
Annual growth rate (2007 est.): 2.7%.
Main ethnic groups: Akan, Ewe, Ga, Moshi-Dagomba.
Religions: christian 69%, Muslim 15.6%, traditional and indigenous beliefs 8.5%.
Languages: english (official), Akan (which includes Asante Twi, Akwapim Twi, Akyem, and Fanti) 49%,
Mole-Dagbani 16%, Ewe 13%, Ga-Adangbe 8%, Guan 4%, others 10%.
Education: years compulsory 9. Literacy 76.6% (2015 est.).
Health: Infant mortality rate (2017 est.) 41.2/1,000. Life expectancy (2016 est.) 64 yrs. for women, 62 yrs.
for men.
Work force (14.1 million): Agriculture and fishing 47.9%; industry and transport 16.2%; sales and clerical
19.3%; services 5.9%; professional 8.9%; other 1.8%.
Ghana's population is concentrated along the coast and in the principal cities of Accra and Kumasi. Most
Ghanaians descended from migrating tribes that probably came down the Volta River valley at the beginning
of the 13th century. Ethnically, Ghana is divided into small groups speaking more than 50 languages and
dialects. Among the more important linguistic groups are the Akans, which include the Fantis along the
coast and the Ashantis in the forest region north of the coast; the Guans, on the plains of the Volta River;
the Ga- and Ewe-speaking peoples of the south and southeast; and the Moshi-Dagomba-speaking tribes of
the northern and upper regions. English, the official and commercial language, is taught in all the schools.
EDUCATION
Primary and junior secondary school education is tuition-free and mandatory. The Government of Ghana's
support for basic education is unequivocal. Article 39 of the constitution mandates the major tenets of the
free, compulsory, universal basic education (FCUBE) initiative. Launched in 1996, it is one of the most
ambitious pre-tertiary education programs in West Africa. Since the early 1980s, Government of Ghana
expenditures on education have risen from 1.5% to nearly 3.5% of GDP. Since 1987, the share of basic
education in total education spending has averaged around 67%. The units of the Ministry of Education,
Science and Sports (MOESS) responsible for education are: the Ghana Education Service (GES), which
administers pre-university education; the National Council on Tertiary Education; the National Accreditation
Board; and the National Board for Professional and Technician Examinations (NABPTEX). The West African
Examinations Council (WAEC), a consortium of five Anglophone West African Countries (Ghana, Nigeria,
Sierra Leone, Gambia, and Liberia) is responsible for developing, administering, and grading school-leaving
examinations at the secondary level.
Since 1986, pre-tertiary education in Ghana includes six years of primary education, three years at the
junior secondary school level and three years at the senior secondary school level. A new educational
reform, beginning September 1, 2007, has introduced two years of kindergarten education beginning at age
four and increased the three years senior secondary to four years. Successful completion of senior
secondary school leads to admission eligibility at training colleges, polytechnics, and universities. In 2006
there were approximately 5.1 million students attending schools at these three levels: 68% at the primary
level, 23% at the junior secondary level and 10% at the senior secondary level. There are over six hundred
public senior secondary schools in Ghana that graduated a total of 90,000 students in 2004, representing a
huge expansion over the old system (which was transformed in 1987), which consisted of three hundred
institutions graduating 27,000 students a year. However, access to each successive level of education
remains severely limited by lack of facilities. About 99.1% of junior secondary school graduates are able to
gain admission to senior secondary schools, and only about 34.4% of senior secondary school graduates are
able to gain admission to universities and polytechnics, plus another 10-20% to diploma-level postsecondary
education. Private secondary schools play a very small role in Ghana, with only a handful of institutions
offering international curricula such as the British-based A-levels, International Baccalaureate, and U.S. high
school. Combined, they graduate fewer than 200 students a year.
Entrance to one of the five Ghanaian public universities is by examination following completion of senior
secondary school. There are now five public and twelve private degree-granting universities in Ghana, along
with ten public polytechnics offering the British Higher National Diploma (HND), a three-year tertiary system
in applied fields of study. Ghana's first private Catholic university opened in 2003 in Sunyani. The
polytechnics also offer vocational, non-tertiary diploma programs. In addition, there are approximately forty
teacher-training colleges and fifteen nurses' training colleges. Private tertiary education is a recent but rapid

development in Ghana, meticulously regulated by the National Accreditation Board.
HISTORY
The history of the Gold Coast before the last quarter of the 15th century is derived primarily from oral
tradition that refers to migrations from the ancient kingdoms of the western Soudan (the area of Mauritania
and Mali). The Gold Coast was renamed Ghana upon independence in 1957 because of indications that
present-day inhabitants descended from migrants who moved south from the ancient kingdom of Ghana.
The first contact between Europe and the Gold Coast dates from 1470, when a party of Portuguese landed.
In 1482, the Portuguese built Elmina Castle as a permanent trading base. Thomas Windham made the first
recorded English trading voyage to the coast in 1553. During the next three centuries, the English, Danes,
Dutch, Germans, and Portuguese controlled various parts of the coastal areas.
In 1821, the British Government took control of the British trading forts on the Gold Coast. In 1844, Fanti
chiefs in the area signed an agreement with the British that became the legal steppingstone to colonial
status for the coastal area.
From 1826 to 1900, the British fought a series of campaigns against the Ashantis, whose kingdom was
located inland. In 1902, they succeeded in establishing firm control over the Ashanti region and making the
northern territories a protectorate. British Togoland, the fourth territorial element eventually to form the
nation, was part of a former German colony administered by the United Kingdom from Accra as a League of
Nations mandate after 1922. In December 1946, British Togoland became a UN Trust Territory, and in
1957, following a 1956 plebiscite, the United Nations agreed that the territory would become part of Ghana
when the Gold Coast achieved independence.
The four territorial divisions were administered separately until 1946, when the British Government ruled
them as a single unit. In 1951, a constitution was promulgated that called for a greatly enlarged legislature
composed principally of members elected by popular vote directly or indirectly. An executive council was
responsible for formulating policy, with most African members drawn from the legislature and including
three ex officio members appointed by the governor. A new constitution, approved on April 29, 1954,
established a cabinet comprised of African ministers drawn from an all-African legislature chosen by direct
election. In the elections that followed, the Convention People's Party (CPP), led by Kwame Nkrumah, won
the majority of seats in the new Legislative Assembly. In May 1956, Prime Minister Nkrumah's Gold Coast
government issued a white paper containing proposals for Gold Coast independence. The British
Government stated it would agree to a firm date for independence if a reasonable majority for such a step
were obtained in the Gold Coast Legislative Assembly after a general election. This election, held in 1956,
returned the CPP to power with 71 of the 104 seats in the Legislative Assembly. Ghana became an
independent state on March 6, 1957, when the United Kingdom relinquished its control over the Colony of
the Gold Coast and Ashanti, the Northern Territories Protectorate, and British Togoland.
In subsequent reorganizations, the country was divided into 10 regions, which currently are subdivided into
138 districts. The original Gold Coast Colony now comprises the Western, Central, Eastern, and Greater
Accra Regions, with a small portion at the mouth of the Volta River assigned to the Volta Region; the
Ashanti area was divided into the Ashanti and Brong-Ahafo Regions; the Northern Territories into the
Northern, Upper East, and Upper West Regions; and British Togoland essentially is the same area as the
Volta Region.
Post-Independence Politics
After independence, the CPP government under Nkrumah sought to develop Ghana as a modern, semiindustrialized, unitary socialist state. The government emphasized political and economic organization,
endeavoring to increase stability and productivity through labor, youth, farmers, cooperatives, and other
organizations integrated with the CPP. The government, according to Nkrumah, acted only as "the agent of
the CPP" in seeking to accomplish these goals.
The CPP's control was challenged and criticized, and Prime Minister Nkrumah used the Preventive Detention
Act (1958), which provided for detention without trial for up to 5 years (later extended to 10 years). On July
1, 1960, a new constitution was adopted, changing Ghana from a parliamentary system with a prime
minister to a republican form of government headed by a powerful president. In August 1960, Nkrumah was
given authority to scrutinize newspapers and other publications before publication. This political evolution
continued into early 1964, when a constitutional referendum changed the country to a one-party state. On

February 24, 1966, the Ghanaian Army and police overthrew Nkrumah's regime. Nkrumah and all his
ministers were dismissed, the CPP and National Assembly were dissolved, and the constitution was
suspended. The new regime cited Nkrumah's flagrant abuse of individual rights and liberties, his regime's
corrupt, oppressive, and dictatorial practices, and the rapidly deteriorating economy as the principal reasons
for its action.
Post-Nkrumah Politics
The leaders of the February 24, 1966 coup established the new government around the National Liberation
Council (NLC) and pledged an early return to a duly constituted civilian government. Members of the
judiciary and civil service remained at their posts and committees of civil servants were established to
handle the administration of the country. Ghana's government returned to civilian authority under the
Second Republic in October 1969 after a parliamentary election in which the Progress Party, led by Kofi A.
Busia, won 105 of the 140 seats. Until mid-1970, a presidential commission led by Brigadier A.A. Afrifa held
the powers of the chief of state. In a special election on August 31, 1970, former Chief Justice Edward
Akufo-Addo was chosen President, and Dr. Busia became Prime Minister.
Faced with mounting economic problems, Prime Minister Busia's government undertook a drastic
devaluation of the currency in December 1971. The government's inability to control the subsequent
inflationary pressures stimulated further discontent, and military officers seized power in a bloodless coup
on January 13, 1972.
The coup leaders, led by Col. I.K. Acheampong, formed the National Redemption Council (NRC) to which
they admitted other officers, the head of the police, and one civilian. The NRC promised improvements in
the quality of life for all Ghanaians and based its programs on nationalism, economic development, and selfreliance. In 1975, government reorganization resulted in the NRC's replacement by the Supreme Military
Council (SMC), also headed by now-General Acheampong.
Unable to deliver on its promises, the NRC/SMC became increasingly marked by mismanagement and
rampant corruption. In 1977, General Acheampong brought forward the concept of union government
(UNIGOV), which would make Ghana a non-party state. Perceiving this as a ploy by Acheampong to retain
power, professional groups and students launched strikes and demonstrations against the government in
1977 and 1978. The steady erosion in Acheampong's power led to his arrest in July 1978 by his chief of
staff, Lt. Gen. Frederick Akuffo, who replaced him as head of state and leader of what became known as
the SMC-2.
Akuffo abandoned UNIGOV and established a plan to return to constitutional and democratic government. A
Constitutional Assembly was established, and political party activity was revived. Akuffo was unable to solve
Ghana's economic problems, however, or to reduce the rampant corruption in which senior military officers
played a major role. On June 4, 1979, his government was deposed in a violent coup by a group of junior
and noncommissioned officers--Armed Forces Revolutionary Council (AFRC)--with Flt. Lt. Jerry John
Rawlings as its chairman.
The AFRC executed eight senior military officers, including former chiefs of state Acheampong and Akuffo;
established Special Tribunals that, secretly and without due process, tried dozens of military officers, other
government officials, and private individuals for corruption, sentencing them to long prison terms and
confiscating their property; and, through a combination of force and exhortation, attempted to rid Ghanaian
society of corruption and profiteering. At the same time, the AFRC accepted, with a few amendments, the
draft constitution that had been submitted; permitted the scheduled presidential and parliamentary elections
to take place in June and July; promulgated the constitution; and handed over power to the newly elected
President and Parliament of the Third Republic on September 24, 1979.
The 1979 constitution was modeled on those of Western democracies. It provided for the separation of
powers between an elected president and a unicameral Parliament, an independent judiciary headed by a
Supreme Court, which protected individual rights, and other autonomous institutions, such as the Electoral
Commissioner and the Ombudsman. The new President, Dr. Hilla Limann, was a career diplomat from the
north and the candidate of the People's National Party (PNP), the political heir of Nkrumah's CPP. Of the 140
members of Parliament, 71 were PNP. The PNP government established the constitutional institutions and
generally respected democracy and individual human rights. It failed, however, to halt the continuing
decline in the economy; corruption flourished, and the gap between rich and poor widened. On December

31, 1981, Flight Lt. Rawlings and a small group of enlisted and former soldiers launched a coup that
succeeded against little opposition in toppling President Limann.
The PNDC Era
Rawlings and his colleagues suspended the 1979 constitution, dismissed the President and his cabinet,
dissolved the Parliament, and proscribed existing political parties. They established the Provisional National
Defense Council (PNDC), initially composed of seven members with Rawlings as chairman, to exercise
executive and legislative powers. The existing judicial system was preserved, but alongside it the PNDC
created the National Investigation Committee to root out corruption and other economic offenses; the
anonymous Citizens' Vetting Committee to punish tax evasion; and the Public Tribunals to try various
crimes. The PNDC proclaimed its intent to allow the people to exercise political power through defense
committees to be established in communities, workplaces, and in units of the armed forces and police.
Under the PNDC, Ghana remained a unitary government.
In December 1982, the PNDC announced a plan to decentralize government from Accra to the regions, the
districts, and local communities, but it maintained overall control by appointing regional and district
secretaries who exercised executive powers and also chaired regional and district councils. Local councils,
however, were expected progressively to take over the payment of salaries, with regions and districts
assuming more powers from the national government. In 1984, the PNDC created a National Appeals
Tribunal to hear appeals from the public tribunals; changed the Citizens' Vetting Committee into the Office
of Revenue Collection; and replaced the system of defense committees with Committees for the Defense of
the Revolution.
In 1984, the PNDC also created a National Commission on Democracy to study ways to establish
participatory democracy in Ghana. The commission issued a "Blue Book" in July 1987 outlining modalities for
district-level elections, which were held in late 1988 and early 1989, for newly created district assemblies.
The government appointed one-third of the assembly members.
The Fourth Republic
Under international and domestic pressure for a return to democracy, the PNDC allowed the establishment
of a 258-member Consultative Assembly made up of members representing geographic districts as well as
established civic or business organizations. The assembly was charged to draw up a draft constitution to
establish a Fourth Republic, using PNDC proposals. The PNDC accepted the final product without revision,
and it was put to a national referendum on April 28, 1992, in which it received 92% approval. On May 18,
1992, the ban on party politics was lifted in preparation for multi-party elections. The PNDC and its
supporters formed a new party, the National Democratic Congress (NDC), to contest the elections.
Presidential elections were held on November 3 and parliamentary elections on December 29, 1992.
Members of the opposition boycotted the parliamentary elections, however, which resulted in a 200-seat
Parliament with only 17 opposition party members and two independents.
The constitution entered into force on January 7, 1993, to found the Fourth Republic. On that day, Flt. Lt.
Jerry John Rawlings was inaugurated as President and members of Parliament swore their oaths of office. In
1996, the opposition fully contested the presidential and parliamentary elections, which were described as
peaceful, free, and transparent by domestic and international observers. In that election, President Rawlings
was re-elected with 57% of the popular vote. In addition, Rawlings' NDC party won 133 of the Parliament's
200 seats, just one seat short of the two-thirds majority needed to amend the constitution, although the
election returns of two parliamentary seats faced legal challenges.
The December 2000 elections ushered in the first democratic presidential change of power in Ghana's
history when John A. Kufuor of the New Patriotic Party (NPP) defeated the NDC's John Atta Mills--who was
Rawlings’ Vice President and hand-picked successor. Kufuor defeated Mills by winning 56.73% of the vote,
while the NPP picked up 100 of 200 seats in Parliament. The elections were declared free and fair by a large
contingent of domestic and international monitors. After several by-elections were held to fill vacated seats,
the NPP majority stood at 103 of the 200 seats in Parliament, while the NDC held 89 and independent and
small party members held eight.
In December 2004, eight political parties contested parliamentary elections and four parties, including the
NPP and NDC, contested presidential elections. This election was reported to have a remarkable turnout of
85.12% according to the Election Commission. Despite a few incidents of intimidation and minor

irregularities, domestic and international observers judged the elections generally free and fair. There were
several isolated incidents of election-related violence, but the election was generally peaceful in most of
Ghana. John Agyekum Kufuor was re-elected president with 52.45% of the vote against three other
presidential candidates, including former Vice-President John Atta Mills of the NDC. Thirty constituencies
were created in the period between the 2000 and 2004 elections, resulting in a 230-member Parliament. On
March 6, 2007, Ghana celebrated its 50th anniversary since becoming independent. As the first African
nation to win its struggle for independence, Ghana hosted delegations from around the world during its
year-long Jubilee event.
Ghana held presidential and legislative elections on December 7, 2008. Eight candidates contested the
election but none of the candidates achieved over 50% of the vote. A runoff was held between NPP
candidate Nana Akufo Addo and NDC candidate John Atta Mills on December 28, 2008. After voting was
conducted in the last voting district on January 2, John Atta Mills emerged as the winner along with his vice
president, John Mahama, with a margin of just over 40,000 votes. The new administration was sworn into
office on January 7, 2009.
GHANA’S PRESIDENTS

Kwame Nkrumah
First Republic
From July 1, 1960 to February 24, 1966 - Convention People Party (CPP).

Joseph Arthur Ade Ankrah
Military Regim
From 1966 to 1969 - National Liberation Council (NLC)

Akwasi Amankwah Afrifa
Military Regim
From April 1966 to September 1969 - National Liberation Council (NLC)

Edward Akufo-Addo
Second Republic
From August 31, 1970 to January 12, 1972 - Progress Party (PP)

Kofi Abrefa Busia
Second Republic
Prime Minister from October 1, 1969 to January 12, 1972 - Progress Party (PP)

Ignatius Kutu Acheampong
Military Regim
From January 13, 1972 to July 5, 1978
National Redemption Council (NRC) and Supreme Military Council (SMC 1)

Frederick William Kwesi Akuffo
Military Regim
From July 6, 1978 to June 3, 1979 - Supreme Military Council (SMC 2)

Hilla Limann
Third Republic
From September 24, 1979 to December 31, 1981 - People’s National Party (PNP)

Jerry John Rawlings
Fourth Republic
From 1993 to 2000 - People’s National Party (PNP)

John Agyekum Kufuor
Fourth Republic
From 2000 to 2008 - New Patriotic Party (NPP)

John Evans Atta Mills
Fourth Republic
From 2009 to 2012 - National Democratic Congress (NDC)

John Mahamas
Fourth Republic
From 2012 to 2016 - National Democratic Congress (NDC)

Nana Akufo-Addo
Fourth Republic
Since January 7, 2017 - National People’s Party (NPP)

GOVERNMENT AND POLITICAL CONDITIONS
Type: Democracy.
Independence: March 6, 1957.
Last Constitution: Entered into force January 7, 1993.
Branches:
Executive--president popularly elected for a maximum of two 4-year terms; Council of State, a presidential
appointed consultative body of 25 members required by the constitution.
Legislative--unicameral Parliament popularly elected for 4-year terms. J
dicial--independent Supreme Court justices nominated by president with approval of Parliament.
Subdivisions: Ten regions.
Political parties: New Patriotic Party, National Democratic Congress, Convention People's Party, People's
National Convention, others.
Suffrage: Universal at 18.
The 1993 constitution that established the Fourth Republic provided a basic charter for the republican
democratic government. It declares Ghana to be a unitary republic with sovereignty residing in the
Ghanaian people. Intended to prevent future coups, dictatorial government, and one-party states, it is
designed to establish the concept of power sharing. The document reflects lessons learned from the
abrogated constitutions of 1957, 1960, 1969, and 1979, and incorporates provisions and institutions drawn
from British and American constitutional models. One controversial provision of the constitution indemnifies
members and appointees of the PNDC from liability for any official act or omission during the years of PNDC
rule. The constitution calls for a system of checks and balances, with power shared between a president, a
unicameral parliament, an advisory Council of State, and an independent judiciary.
Executive authority is established in the Office of the Presidency, together with his Council of State. The
president is head of state, head of government, and commander in chief of the armed forces. He also
appoints the vice president. According to the constitution, more than half of the presidential-appointed
ministers of state must be appointed from among members of Parliament.
Legislative functions are vested in Parliament, which consists of a unicameral 230-member body plus the
Speaker. In practice, legislative powers are highly constrained by Article 108 of the constitution, which
prohibits Parliament from initiating any bill that has financial implications. To become law, legislation must
have the assent of the president, who has a qualified veto over all bills except those to which a vote of
urgency is attached. Members of Parliament are popularly elected by universal adult suffrage for terms of 4
years, except in wartime, when terms may be extended for not more than 12 months at a time beyond the
4 years.
The structure and the power of the judiciary are independent of the two other branches of government. The
Supreme Court has broad powers of judicial review. It is authorized by the constitution to rule on the
constitutionality of any legislation or executive action at the request of any aggrieved citizen. The hierarchy
of courts derives largely from British juridical forms. The hierarchy, called the Superior Court of Judicature,
is composed of the Supreme Court of Ghana, the Court of Appeal, the High Court of Justice, regional
tribunals, and such lower courts or tribunals as Parliament may establish. The courts have jurisdiction over
all civil and criminal matters.
The government of John Atta Mills appears to enjoy broad support among the Ghanaian population as it

pursues a domestic political agenda. The ruling NDC is a social democratic party that seeks to harness the
power of the free market to protect worker rights and reduce poverty, while supporting the rule of law and
basic human rights. The government inherited a fiscal crisis when it took office; in addition to focusing on
the economy, President Mills has pursued an anti-corruption agenda and has announced plans to review the
1993 constitution and support decentralization. President Mills has expressed a willingness to confront
Ghana's problem with narcotics trafficking. As part of its anti-corruption efforts the Mills government has
required senior government officials to comply with the assets declaration law, changed the regulation to
require public disclosure of assets, pledged greater transparency in government procurement, and fired a
minister for misusing public funds.
ECONOMY
GDP (2018): $47.33 billion.
GDP growth rate (2018): 5.6%.
Per capita GDP (2018): $1,786 (nominal).
Public debt (2017): 71.2% of GDP (debt has much increased during the last NDC administrations).
Inflation rate: 19.48% in 2009. Down to 14.23% in March 2010. Below 10% in 2019.
Natural resources: gold, oil, timber, diamonds, bauxite, manganese, fish.
Agriculture: cocoa, coconuts, coffee, tea, cork and wood manufactures, pineapples, cashews, spices, other
food crops, rubber. Land: 70% arable and forested.
Business and industry: mining, lumber, light manufacturing, fishing, aluminum, tourism.
Trade (2017): Exports $13.84 billion: gold, cocoa, timber, diamonds, manganese. Imports $12.65 billion:
petroleum, food, industrial raw materials, machinery, equipment. Major trade partners: Nigeria, China,
U.S.A., U.K., Germany, Togo, France, Netherlands, Spain.
Fiscal year: calendar year.
Ghana has a relatively diverse and rich natural resource base. Minerals--principally gold, diamonds,
manganese ore, and bauxite--are produced and exported. A major oil discovery off the coast of Ghana in
2007 has led to significant international commercial interest in Ghana. According to industry experts, within
5 years, Ghana is now the third-largest producer of oil in West Africa. Timber and marine resources are
important but declining resources.
Agriculture remains a mainstay of the economy, accounting for more than one-third of GDP and about 55%
of formal employment. Ghana’s primary cash crop is cocoa, which typically provides about one-third of all
export revenues. Other products include timber, coconuts and other palm products, shea nuts, and coffee.
With donor support, Ghana also has established a successful program of nontraditional agricultural products
for export including pineapples, cashews, and peppers. Cassava, yams, plantains, corn, rice, peanuts, millet,
and sorghum are basic foodstuffs grown for local consumption. In addition to domestic produce, fresh
vegetables are also imported from Burkina Faso. Fish, poultry, and meat also are important dietary staples.
Ghana's industrial base is relatively advanced compared to many other African countries. However,
additional scope exists for value-added processing of agricultural products. Industries include textiles,
apparel, steel (using scrap), tires, flour milling, cocoa processing, beverages, tobacco, simple consumer
goods, and car, truck, and bus assembly. Industry, including mining, manufacturing, construction and
electricity, accounts for about 30% of GDP.
With higher commodity prices, gold and cocoa are the top two export revenue earning sectors for Ghana.
The country's largest source of foreign exchange is remittances from workers abroad. .
Ghana's post-independence economic story has been a difficult one, but over the last 20 years, political
stability and economic growth has been the long-term trend. Inflation and interest rates continued their
upward trend in 2009 due to high fuel prices and macroeconomic pressures caused by large fiscal and trade
deficits and has been close to 20% for years but has been reduced to under 10% in 2018.
Economic Development
At independence, Ghana had a substantial physical and social infrastructure and $481 million in foreign
reserves. The Nkrumah government further developed the infrastructure and made important public
investments in the industrial sector. With assistance from the United States, the World Bank, and the United
Kingdom, construction of the Akosombo Dam was completed on the Volta River in 1966. Two U.S.
companies built Valco, Africa's largest aluminum smelter, to use power generated at the dam. Aluminum

exports from Valco used to be a major source of foreign exchange for Ghana, but an investment dispute
beginning in 2001, followed by sale back to the government, has led to sporadic operation in recent years,
and it was closed again in March 2007 due to the country's energy crisis.
Many Nkrumah-era investments were monumental public works projects and poorly conceived, badly
managed agricultural and industrial schemes. With cocoa prices falling and the country's foreign exchange
reserves fast disappearing, the government resorted to supplier credits to finance many projects. By the
mid-1960s, Ghana's reserves were gone, and the country could not meet repayment schedules. The
National Liberation Council responded by abandoning unprofitable projects and selling some inefficient
state-owned enterprises to private investors. On three occasions, Ghana's creditors agreed to reschedule
repayments due on Nkrumah-era supplier credits. Led by the United States, foreign donors provided import
loans to enable the foreign exchange-strapped government to import essential commodities.
Prime Minister Busia's government (1969-72) liberalized controls to attract foreign investment and to
encourage domestic entrepreneurship. Investors were cautious, however, and cocoa prices declined again
while imports surged, precipitating a serious trade deficit. Despite considerable foreign assistance and some
debt relief, the Busia regime also was unable to overcome the inherited restraints on growth posed by the
debt burden, balance-of-payments imbalances, foreign exchange shortages, and mismanagement.
Although foreign aid helped prevent economic collapse and was responsible for subsequent improvements in
many sectors, the economy stagnated in the 10-year period preceding the NRC takeover in 1972. Population
growth offset the modest increase in gross domestic product, and real earnings declined for many
Ghanaians.
To restructure the economy, the NRC, under General Acheampong (1972-78), undertook an austerity
program that emphasized self-reliance, particularly in food production. These plans were not realized,
however, primarily because of post-1973 oil price increases and a drought in 1975-77 that particularly
affected northern Ghana. The NRC, which had inherited foreign debts of almost $1 billion, abrogated
existing rescheduling arrangements for some debts and rejected other repayments. After creditors objected
to this unilateral action, a 1974 agreement rescheduled the medium-term debt on liberal terms. The NRC
also imposed the Investment Policy Decree of 1975--effective on January 1977--that required 51%
Ghanaian equity participation in most foreign firms, but the government took 40% in specified industries.
Many shares were sold directly to the public.
Continued mismanagement of the economy, record inflation (more than 100% in 1977), and increasing
corruption, notably at the highest political levels, led to growing dissatisfaction. The post-July 1978 military
regime led by General Akuffo attempted to deal with Ghana's economic problems by making small changes
in the overvalued cedi and by restraining government spending and monetary growth. Under a one-year
standby agreement with the International Monetary Fund (IMF) in January 1979, the government promised
to undertake economic reforms, including a reduction of the budget deficit, in return for a $68 million IMF
support program and $27 million in IMF Trust Fund loans. The agreement became inoperative, however,
after the June 4 coup that brought Flight Lieutenant Rawlings and the AFRC to power for 4 months.
In September 1979, the civilian government of Hilla Limann inherited declining per capita income, stagnant
industrial and agricultural production due to inadequate imported supplies, shortages of imported and locally
produced goods, a sizable budget deficit (almost 40% of expenditures in 1979), high inflation, "moderating"
to 54% in 1979, an increasingly overvalued cedi, flourishing smuggling and other black-market activities,
high unemployment, particularly among urban youth, deterioration in the transport network, and continued
foreign exchange constraints.
Limann's PNP government announced yet another (2-year) reconstruction program, emphasizing increased
food production, exports, and transport improvements. Import austerity was imposed and external
payments arrears cut. However, cocoa production and prices fell, while oil prices soared. No effective
measures were taken to reduce rampant corruption and black marketing.
When Rawlings again seized power at the end of 1981, cocoa output had fallen to half the 1970-71 level
and its world price to one-third the 1975 level. By 1982, oil would constitute half of Ghana's imports, while
overall trade contracted greatly. Internal transport had slowed to a crawl, and inflation remained high.
During Rawlings' first year, the economy was stagnant. Industry ran at about 10% of capacity due to the

chronic shortage of foreign exchange to cover the importation of required raw materials and replacement
parts. Economic conditions deteriorated further in early 1983 when Nigeria expelled an estimated 1 million
Ghanaians who had to be absorbed by Ghana.
In April 1983, in coordination with the IMF, the PNDC launched an economic recovery program, perhaps the
most stringent and consistent of its day in Africa, aimed at reopening infrastructure bottlenecks and reviving
moribund productive sectors--agriculture, mining, and timber. The largely distorted exchange rate and
prices were realigned to encourage production and exports. The government imposed fiscal and monetary
discipline to curb inflation. Through November 1987, the cedi was devalued by more than 6,300%, and
widespread direct price controls were substantially reduced.
The economy's response to these reforms was initially hampered by the absorption of 1 million returnees
from Nigeria, compounded by the decline of foreign aid and the onset of the worst drought since
independence, which brought on widespread bushfires and forced closure of the aluminum smelter and
severe power cuts for industry. In 1985, the country absorbed an additional 100,000 expellees from Nigeria.
In 1987, cocoa prices declined again; however, infrastructure repairs, improved weather, and producer
incentives and support revived output. During 1984-88 the economy experienced solid growth for the first
time since 1978. Renewed exports, aid inflows, and a foreign exchange auction eased hard currency
constraints.
While the reforms caused substantial shocks in some sectors, particularly agriculture and textiles, the overall
effects were positive and helped bring about a measure of economic stabilization and recovery. However, a
big drop in world cocoa and gold prices hurt growth and, in the face of pending elections, spurred
government spending, leading to an increased deficit, falling currency and high inflation at the time a new
government led by John Agyekum Kufuor took office in 2000.
The economy performed well under the Kufuor administration, but Ghana's fundamental vulnerabilities
remained. Kufuor continued the economic stabilization begun under the previous administration, and took
some difficult but necessary steps such as ending subsidies of petroleum prices. Solid macroeconomic
management coupled with major debt relief, large inflows of donor resources, and relatively high cocoa and
gold prices have been the keys to the steady improvements in real GDP growth, which in 2004 topped 5%
for the first time in a decade and reached an estimated 6.2% in 2006. Further debt relief, continued large
aid inflows, favorable commodity prices, and $4 billion in gross annual remittances--this figure includes
remittances from individuals as well as non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and embassies; individual
remittances were estimated at about $1.9 billion in 2008--put Ghana in a stronger balance of payments
position.
Ghana was recognized for its economic and democratic achievements in 2006, when it signed a 5-year,
$547 million anti-poverty compact with the United States' Millennium Challenge Corporation. The compact
focuses on accelerating growth and poverty reduction through agricultural and rural development. The
compact has three main components: enhancing the profitability of commercial agriculture among small
farmers; reducing the transportation costs affecting agricultural commerce through improvements in
transportation infrastructure, and expanding basic community services and strengthening rural institutions
that support agriculture and agri-business. The compact is expected to contribute to improving the lives of
one million Ghanaians.
Ghana's stated goals are to accelerate economic growth, improve the quality of life for all Ghanaians, and
reduce poverty through macroeconomic stability, higher private investment, broad-based social and rural
development, as well as direct poverty-alleviation efforts. These plans are fully supported by the
international donor community.
Key economic challenges include: overcoming infrastructure bottlenecks, especially in energy and water;
poor management of natural resources; improving human resource capacity and development; establishing
a business and investment climate that encourages and allows private sector-led growth, and privatizing
remaining state-owned enterprises, several of which are significant budget liabilities.
FOREIGN RELATIONS
Ghana is active in the United Nations and many of its specialized agencies, as well as the World Trade
Organization, the Nonaligned Movement, the African Union (AU), and the Economic Community of West

African States (ECOWAS). Generally, Ghana follows the consensus of the Nonaligned Movement and the AU
on economic and political issues that do not directly affect its own interests. Ghana has played an
increasingly active role in sub-regional affairs including prominent roles in ECOWAS and the African Union.
Ghana is a critically important peacekeeping partner; it is the largest African peacekeeping contributor
nation to multinational peacekeeping operations (PKO) and the sixth-largest among all peacekeeping
contributing nations. Currently Ghana has 3,267 peacekeepers deployed to UN peacekeeping operations. It
has large contingents deployed in Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), the Darfur region of Sudan,
Lebanon, Liberia, and Cote d’Ivoire, with smaller contingents deployed in Chad, Western Sahara, Kosovo,
Southern Sudan, and Georgia. Ghana contributes military and police personnel to UN peacekeeping
operations outside of Africa, including nearly 900 troops to the UN Interim Force in Lebanon. The United
States provides military support to Ghana through a variety of programs, including the International Military
Education and Training (IMET) program and the African Contingency Operations Training and Assistance
(ACOTA) program. President Mills has been a key ally on all major security initiatives in the region including
counterterrorism.
MORE INFORMATION WITH THOSE LINKS
USA SOURCES
CIA Factbook - https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/gh.html
Stanford University - Africa South of the Sahara: Ghana
- http://www-sul.stanford.edu/depts/ssrg/africa/ghana.html
Annotated directory of links to web resources.
University of Pennsylvania - African Studies Center: Ghana
- http://www.africa.upenn.edu/Country_Specific/Ghana.html
Annotated directory of links to resources.
University of Colorado - GovPubs: Ghana - http://ucblibraries.colorado.edu/govpubs/for/ghana.htm
Links to resources from the country's own government, the United States, the United Nations and
international sources.
Columbia University Libraries - African Studies: Ghana http://www.columbia.edu/cu/lweb/indiv/africa/cuvl/Ghana.html
Directory of categorized and annotated links.
US Library of Congress - Country Study: Ghana - http://lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs/ghtoc.html
November 1994 country profile plus information about historical setting, society and environment, economy,
government and politics, and national security.
US Library of Congress - Portals to the World: Ghana http://www.loc.gov/rr/international/amed/ghana/ghana.html
Annotated directory of selected online resources.
US State Department - Human Rights Report: Ghana http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt/2008/af/119004.htm
2008 report on the current status of human rights practices including human freedom
UK SOURCES
UK Foreign Office - Country Profile: Ghana - http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/about-the-fco/country-profiles/subsaharan-africa/ghana
Overview of country's geography, history, politics, economy, international relations, travel and current
affairs.
BBC News - Country Profile: Ghana - http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/africa/country_profiles/1023355.stm
Provides overview, key facts and events, timelines and leader profiles along with current news.
OTHER SOURCES
Wikipedia - Ghana - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ghana
Hyperlinked encyclopedia article covers the history, government and politics, geography, economy,
demographics, language and culture of the West African country formerly known as the Gold Coast.
Wikipedia - Portal: Ghana - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portal:Ghana
Starting point for a comprehensive collection of categories and articles about the West African country
including its culture, economy, geography, media, sports, government, politics and history.

The Index on Africa - Ghana - http://www.afrika.no/index/Countries/Ghana/
Extensive set of categorized and annotated links to web resources from the Norwegian Council for Africa
(NCA).
Mahalo - Ghana - http://www.mahalo.com/Ghana
Provides categorized links and related topics along with video, photos, timeline and fast facts.
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT LINKS
UNDP Human Development Report - Ghana http://hdrstats.undp.org/countries/country_fact_sheets/cty_fs_GHA.html
Country Fact Sheet providing composite indices for human development, with a link to the underlying
statistics.
IRIN News - Ghana - http://www.irinnews.org/Africa-Country.aspx?Country=GH
Humanitarian news and analysis on relief, development, social, economic and political affairs, by the
Integrated Regional Information Network (IRIN) of the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs.
UNDP in Ghana - http://www.undp-gha.org/
Official United Nations Development Program site for Ghana. Focuses on poverty, health, governance,
environment, natural resources and information technology.
USAID - Ghana Mission - http://www.usaid.gov/gh/
Official local site provides information about the country plus all programs, factsheets, employment and
procurement opportunities, documents and partners of the US Agency for International Development.
USAID - Ghana - http://www.usaid.gov/locations/sub-saharan_africa/countries/ghana/
Official portal provides information about the country and factsheets, employment and procurement
opportunities, documents and partners of the US Agency for International Development.
Delegation of the European Commission in Ghana - http://www.delgha.ec.europa.eu/
Official site provides news and information about their activities including projects, agreements, publications
and tenders.
OneWorld -Full Coverage: Ghana - http://us.oneworld.net/places/ghana
Provides news, opinion, events and campaigns on human rights and sustainable development issues.
Amnesty International USA - Ghana - http://www.amnestyusa.org/all-countries/ghana/page.do?id=1011159
News, reports and success stories for the country including AI Annual Report entries for the past ten years.
Rural African Poverty Reduction - Ghana - http://cozay.com
Provides statistics, facts, articles and photos concerning poverty in Africa, Hiv/Aids, Malaria, Hunger, child
poverty and deaths in Sub-Saharan African countries such us Ghana and ways of improving lives within
these communities.
NGO’S
A directory
Directory of Development Organizations - Ghana - http://www.devdir.org/files/Ghana.PDF
Comprehensive directory of international organizations, governments, private sector development agencies,
civil society, universities, grantmakers, banks, microfinance institutions and development consulting firms.
Some NGO’s
Harvest Help - Ghana and Togo - http://www.selfhelpafrica.com/selfhelp/Main/Home.asp
Provides practical support for rural communities, helping them improve their livelihoods through sustainable
farming and increased self-reliance.
Ghana West Africa Missions - http://www.ghanamission.org/
Information about the Village of Hope and the Rural Water Development Project. Mission, ways to help,
newsletter and contacts.
Village Exchange International - http://www.villageexchangeinternational.org/
Helps disadvantaged women in the country. Profile, projects, volunteering and contacts.
CARE - Virtual Field Trip - Ghana - http://www.care.org/vft/ghana/
A humanitarian organization fighting global poverty. Guides, support, map and contacts.
Atidekate - http://www.atidekate.com/
Organization founded by Returned Peace-Corps Volunteers (RPCVs) to assist community development in
Ghana. Includes links to general country information.
Helping Hand in Ghana - http://www.helpinghandghana.org/
Provides a range of cross-cultural programs, which help the deprived and less privileged to be recognised –
in the rural areas and in Ghanaian society as a whole.

WaterAid - Ghana - http://www.wateraid.org/ghana/
An international NGO dedicated exclusively to the provision of safe domestic water, sanitation and hygiene
education to the worlds poorest people.
Cross Cultural Collaborative - http://www.culturalcollaborative.org/
An educational nonprofit organization that invites people to Ghana to promote cultural exchange and
understanding through the arts. Workshops, organization history and videos.
For news about Ghana, see accraexpat ’s “How to” Guide’s “How to keep posted with Ghana news”

